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EU-MOLDOVA PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE 

Third Meeting 

14-15 December 2016 

FINAL STATEMENT AND RECOMMENDATIONS  
Pursuant to Article 441 (3) of the Association Agreement  

 

(The adopted text may be subject to final linguistic and technical adaptations) 

Under the co-chairmanship of Mr. Andi Cristea, on behalf of the European Parliament, and of Mr Mihail 

Ghimpu, on behalf of the Parliament of the Republic of Moldova, (hereinafter ‘Moldova’), the third 

meeting of the EU-Moldova Parliamentary Association Committee (PAC) was held in Strasbourg on 

14-15 December 2016.  

The Parliamentary Association Committee, having considered the state of play of EU-Moldova 

relations and of implementation of the Association Agreement, agreed upon the following final 

statement and recommendations.  

The Parliamentary Association Committee:    

 1. Expresses great satisfaction about the entry into force of the EU-Moldova Association Agreement 

with its Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area on 1 July 2016; encourages Moldova to make full 

use of the opportunities of the closer relationship with the EU, such as the access to the single market 

of the EU and visa liberalisation for its citizens; emphasises that the Association Agreement covers the 

whole territory of the Republic of Moldova, and is for the benefit of the whole population; 

2. Recalls that the aim of the Association Agreement is to significantly deepen political and economic 

relations between Moldova and the EU; stresses that a full implementation of the agreement will bring 

tangible improvements to Moldovan citizens in their daily life in areas such as education, employment 

and justice, and increase their living standards and their security;  

 3. Stresses that the signing and ratification of the Association Agreement does not constitute the final 

goal in EU-Moldova relations and points out that pursuant to Article 49 TEU, the Republic of Moldova 

has a European perspective and may apply to become a member of the European Union provided it 

adheres to the principles of democracy, respects fundamental freedoms and minority rights, and ensures 

the rule of law;  

4. Welcomes Moldova’s active participation within the Eastern Partnership format; encourages both 

Moldova and the EU to further intensify efforts in order to make the most out of the opportunities that 

stem from the new European Neighbourhood Policy; welcomes the start of co-chairmanship of the 

Euronest Parliamentary Assembly by the Parliament of Moldova and encourages it to strengthen the 

parliamentary cooperation between the countries of Eastern Partnership; 

5. Recognises the efforts of the government to continue reforms needed to restore trust of Moldova’s 

population and its international partners; stresses that a proper implementation is crucial to achieve 

significant positive changes and thus restore the trust of the population in the state institutions; therefore 
encourages to pursue a genuine reform process based on EU and international best practices and 
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involving civil society; invites the Parliament to set up an oversight mechanism for the reform process 

and the implementation of laws;  

6. Welcomes the completion of a roadmap on priority actions for reform in July 2016 within the set 

deadline and the announcement of a new 82-point plan by the government; stresses the role of the 

Parliament of Moldova in the adoption of the required legislation as well as in the political oversight of 

the executive in the implementation of the reform process and of the Association Agreement; recalls 

that according to the Constitution of Moldova, the government is politically accountable for its actions 

to the Parliament;  

7. Stresses that fulfilling these functions requires good coordination mechanisms within the Parliament 

of the Republic of Moldova and appropriate resources; welcomes therefore the start of the activities of 

the Parliamentary Council for European Integration and the adoption of the national partnership for 

European integration; 

8. Reiterates that de-politicised state institutions and eradication of corruption at all levels are required 

for the reform process to have credibility in the eyes of the public; 

9. Welcomes the adoption of the 2016 budget on 1 July 2016; encourages the next budget to be adopted 

and implemented in accordance with the budget timetable and reforms to be implemented to ensure 

effective parliamentary oversight of the budget; welcomes the decision of the International Monetary 

Fund to provide support to the economic and financial reform program of Moldova over a three-year 

period; recalls that the resumption of the disbursement under EU budget support programmes is 

dependent upon the fulfilment by Moldova of the conditions related to budget support, including public 

finance management, stability oriented macro-economic policy, budget transparency and specific 

conditions in the sectors covered by the Programme and that further macro-financial assistance would 

have to be approved jointly by the Council of the EU and the European Parliament; in this connection 

highlights the recommendations of the European Court of Auditors in its special report on EU assistance 

published in September 2016 for strengthening the public administration in Moldova; invites Moldova 

to make best use of EU financial assistance, with a view to generating visible and tangible benefits to 

the Moldovan citizens; 

10. Encourages to continue strengthening the independence and regulatory powers of the National Bank 

of Moldova and the National Commission for Financial Markets; welcomes the presentation to the 

Parliament of progress reports on the investigation into the banking fraud by the Acting Prosecutor 

General and the President of the National Bank of Moldova and the ongoing international investigation 

by Kroll; recalls that thorough and impartial investigation of the banking frauds is needed in order to 

recover the diverted funds and to bring all those responsible to justice and to ensure fair trials in line 

with international standards;  

11. Welcomes the endorsement of the Public Administration Reform Strategy by the government and 

encourages the adoption of an effective action plan needed for its implementation;    

12. Recognises that the most pressing issues remain the fight against corruption and implementation of 

judicial reform; calls to strengthen the independence of the National Anti-Corruption Centre and the 

National Integrity Authority and to adopt the law on integrity, taking into account the recommendations 

of the Venice Commission and the European Commission and consulting the civil society; stresses that 

focus on integrity, fair and transparent selection of candidates and strict adherence to high ethical 

standards is crucial for the establishment of an independent judiciary that would be trusted by the 
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citizens and the international partners; in particular, reiterates the need for a thorough and swift reform 

of the Prosecution Service; 

13. Reaffirms the need to adopt the comprehensive draft Audiovisual Code, based on the draft 

developed in 2011 in consultation with civil society and with support of the EU, the Council of Europe 

and the OSCE; encourages the Parliament to exclude the concentration of media ownership and the 

monopolisation of the advertising market and to reform the national broadcaster; notes that the 

Audiovisual Coordination Council should play an important regulatory role and its tasks and 

competences should therefore be clearly defined;   

14. Stresses the importance of the adoption of the new law on energy and the revision of existing 

legislation in line with the Third Energy package;  

15. Underlines the importance of implementing the OSCE/ODIHR recommendations stemming from 

the recent election observation missions; welcomes the assessment of the International Election 

Observation Mission that the presidential election was competitive, respected fundamental freedoms 

and was generally well-administered within the country; however notes that the observers identified a 

number of concerns, including polarised media coverage, abuse of administrative resources, unclear 

rules regarding campaign financing and institutional shortcomings such as lack of capacity of the 

Central Election Commission and of the Audiovisual Coordination Council to perform their supervisory 

role and enforce rules in their respective remit as well as lack of effective sanctions in case of 

infringement; recognises that Moldovan citizens living abroad must be able to exercise their right to 

vote and the authorities have to provide an adequate number of polling stations and ballots to this end; 

emphasises that it is crucial to address these concerns in time for the next parliamentary elections;   

16. Reaffirms that Moldova's civil society has a key role to play in monitoring the implementation of 

the Association Agreement and of the reform agenda; encourages the government and the parliament 

to cooperate with the EU-Moldova Civil Society Platform, which was set up within the framework of 

the Association Agreement for this purpose; reiterates that the engagement with civil society should be 

systematic and continuous and invites to use best practice of other Eastern Partnership countries in this 

area; 

17. Invites EU-Moldova Association Council to adopt at each of its meetings operational conclusions 

regarding the implementation of the Association Agreement; recalls that the Parliamentary Association 

Committee must be informed of the decisions and recommendations of the Association Council; 

stresses that, in order to be able to meaningfully contribute to the implementation process, the 

Parliamentary Association Committee should furthermore be kept informed about the work of the 

Association Committee and Sub-Committees;  

18. Emphasises the need to communicate to the public on the aims and content of the Association 

Agreement and the direct and concrete benefits for citizens arising from its implementation; underlines 

the importance of promoting objective, independent and impartial information in this regard, and of 

enhancing the capacity of the EU and its partners to counter false information and propaganda 

campaigns; notes that the sophisticated nature of such hostile campaigns requires a wide-ranging 

response, including raising awareness and information literacy of the citizens and support for local and 

online media;  

 19. Intends to hold the next meeting of the EU-Moldova Parliamentary Association Committee in the 

spring 2017 in Chisinau.  
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